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     ST. PETER’S CHURCH 

  262 N. Main Street 

                     Liberty, NY 12754 

                          845-292-4525 

                            Email: srectory1@hvc.rr.com 

                           FB:  St. Peter’s Church, Liberty 

                         Website: www.stpetersliberty.com 

 
 

 

LIVING OUR FAITH   

 To do anything without ceasing is difficult. Perhaps this is why there is often 

an urge to dismiss Jesus’ command in today’s gospel as utterly impractical and 

unrealistic. If we are to understand Jesus’ words, however, we must begin to 

understand prayer as a lived reality, something we do every day. Only when we 

live our lives as a prayer – when we know that everything we do connects us to the 

God who loves us – can we begin to pray without ceasing. Prayer, then, is less 

about what we do or say and more about our relationship with God.  

 Part of growing in relationship with God is growing in transparency with 

God. We do not tell God our needs and petitions to let God know what is in our 

hearts. God knows us better than we know ourselves and God knows our needs 

better than we can possibly express. Instead, we share our needs with God so that 

we might grow in greater transparency with God. Part of growing in relationship 

with anyone is practicing authenticity, where one can simply be one’s self around 

another person. When we are able to live authentically and grow as the person we 

are called to be, we are indeed living lives of prayer. 

 Pope Francis reminds us that to pray without ceasing is to be keenly aware 

of the needs of our brothers and sisters. Every time we work for justice and peace 

and unity, we incarnate our prayer through our lives. When we put someone else’s 

needs before our own or help meet the spiritual or physical needs of someone, we 

grow in relationship to Christ. There is a popular phrase attributed to Poe Francis: 

“You pray for the hungry and then you feed them. This is how prayer works.” 

When we live in right relationship with God and others, we can heed Jesus’ 

command and truly pray without ceasing. 

 

Questions for the week: Have you ever achieved something because of pure, 

dogged persistence?  What was so important that you refused to give up on it? 

What is something you pray about constantly that has yet to be fulfilled or 

answered? Why do you keep praying? 

 

 

 

October 16, 2022 

29th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

http://www.stpetersliberty.com/
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Who decides if someone becomes a saint? 

The faithful, the institutional structures of the church, and God all play roles. 

KEVIN P. CONSIDINE 

Isabel Flores de Oliva (1586-1617) and Juan Martín de Porres Velázquez (1579–

1639) were contemporaries. They both lived in Lima, Peru and were lay 

Dominicans. Both garnered a reputation for Christlike holiness during their lives. 

They were even acquaintances. After their respective deaths, the people in the 

diocese and the surrounding region quickly and passionately called out for both to 

be recognized as saints. St. Rose of Lima was canonized by Pope Clement X in 

1671, making her the first saint from the Americas. St. Martín de Porres, however, 

was canonized by St. Pope John XXIII in 1962. That is a difference of 291 years! 

This raises the question: Who decides if someone becomes a saint? As usual in the 

Catholic Church, the answer is complicated. 

First, the faithful decide. Everyday women and men, clergy and lay, encounter 

these inspired individuals and are transformed by God’s spirit flowing through 

them. They recognize the unique presence of Christ in these holy women and men, 

learn from them while they are alive, then garner momentum for their causes after 

death. Both Sts. Rose and Martín were venerated immediately as saints in this way 

by the people. 

Second, the institutional structures of the church decide. The process, which has 

been revised many times, includes four basic steps. The bishop of the local diocese 

in which the person lived opens the cause five years after the person’s death. The 

person is declared a Servant of God while an initial investigation into their life 

takes place. If the Vatican’s Congregation for the Causes of Saints agrees that the 

person has shown heroic virtue in life, the cause is validated by the pope and the 

person is declared Venerable. 

From there the investigation may continue to the beatification process that includes 

the recording of a miracle attributed to the person’s intercession, a more rigorous 

investigation into the person’s life, and a declaration of Blessed. Finally, if the 

cause continues and the person passes additional criteria, including attribution of 

another miracle, they are canonized as a saint. 

God’s will is that all of the faithful join the communion of saints. 

https://uscatholic.org/authors/kevin-p-considine/
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This is where Sts. Rose and Martín’s causes differed due to the politics and biases 

of the time. The faithful sustained St. Martín’s cause for centuries before the biases 

of the institution changed enough to permit a mixed-race man from the Americas 

to be canonized. He was the first. 

Third, God decides. But God’s will is that all of the faithful join the communion of 

saints. That is, all are offered the possibility to receive the beatific vision—full 

communion with the living triune God in a resurrected life—and to begin this now 

and reflect it to others. Like Sts. Rose and Martín, some who show extraordinary 

virtue are declared by the church to be officially known as part of this union. They 

are our great ancestors in the faith who guide our steps. They invite all of us into 

God’s call to sainthood with them. 

 

Hymns for this Weekend – 10AM Mass 

#309: Seek Ye First 

#289: Peace Is Flowing 

#258: Be Not Afraid 

#296: Lord of All Hopefulness 

 

 
 

Readings for this Weekend – October 16th 

Exodus 17: 8-13 

2 Timothy 3:14-4-2 

Luke 18:1-8 

Readings for next Weekend – October 23th 

Sirach 17: 35-12-14,16-18 

2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 

Luke 18: 9-14 

 

Donations for last Weekend – October 9th 

$2347.00 

 

THANK YOU! 



l 

  

LET US PRAY… 

We continue to pray for peace in the troubled areas of our world, and in 

particular, we pray for the people of the Ukraine and all those affected by the  

We join our Holy Father in his prayer intentions for October 2022 –  

For a Church open to everyone 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gospel, 

may the Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always 

living in an atmosphere of synodality. 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express 

consent of the person for whom you are requesting prayer. While the request may 

be very well-intentioned, we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert 

Friedland, Kathryn Jones and her family, Brian and Maria Cosgrove,  

Richard Rakin, Andrew Mikulski, Rod Baumert, Todd Conklin, Jean Van Lowe 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We lovingly remember in prayer all our deceased family members, friends, and 

parishioners and in particular: Bobby Smith, Anthony Lanza, Juliana Frangipane, 

Robert Dubas, Nestor Mir, Jarred Doughty, Donald Hendrickson, Adalberto 

Santiago, Carl Belfiore, Darlene Henry, Elenore Whitney Pirrota, Steve Nicoli, 

Nubia Quintero-Edwards, Stanley Jacobs, William Cardone, Vincenza Siciliano, 

Louisa Butler, Judith King, Bernard Jones, Viola DiMarzio, Robert DeStefano, Jr., 

Raymond Collins, Lorraine Rakin, Wilson DeMyer, Peter Cosintino, Nadine 

Gallagher, Tim Rogers, Joan Davis, Debbie Huggler, Amara Campbell, Barbara 

Taylor, Thomas Hasbrouck, Francisco Dueno, Daniel Downes, Alberto 

Quirindongo, Patricia Mullen Smith, Edwin Fancher, Jr., Russell Jackson, Mary 

Stubits, Peter Gozza, Michael Stubits, Margaret Rapenske, Claire Delaney, Emilia 

Symanski, Christa Somers, Gerardo Contreras, Jesse Kinney, Lorena Alvarado, 

James Forshay, John Hannon, Alice La Chance, Adele Henderson, Alexa Gabby 

Rodriguez, Ida Alvarez, Michael McKeon  
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS FOR HEATING OIL 

 

The uncertainty of these difficult economic times has made us all more aware of 

our limited resources.  I am sure we have all faced the rising cost of everyday 

living, wondering how much more food prices will rise and now we are also 

dealing with the exorbitant cost of heating oil.  It is certainly not going to be easy 

for any of us.  I am asking for a second collection on the last Sunday of each month 

to help us defray the cost of the heating oil. I know we are all facing the same 

hardships.  I am asking for your help.  Please consider saving a little bit during the 

month so you can put it in that second collection.   

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SPONSORING A “TRUNK OR TREAT” 

Our REP will be hosting a “Trunk or Treat” for students in our Program on 

Sunday, October 30th following the 10am Mass in the Rectory parking lot.  Anyone 

wishing to participate by either decorating their trunk or donating candy is asked to 

contact Christy at the Parish office.  

 
 

SOCK COLLECTION FOR THOSE IN NEED 

Socks of all types will be accepted and are greatly appreciated! 

Throughout the month of October, there will be a basket in the back of the Church 

to collect your donation.  Thank you! 

 

PARISH MINISTRIES ARE OPEN 

Our Parish Children’s Shop, Clothes Closet and Food Pantry Ministries are open 

every Wednesday and Saturday from 9am -12pm.  All 3 ministries can be accessed 

via the downstairs back door of the St. Peter’s School Building. 

 

HELP FOR ADDICTION IS AVAILABLE! 

Do you know someone who has a problem with drugs, and wants to stop using?  

The Corona Self-Help Center is available to offer help.  For information, please 

call 845-482-2486 or visit www.daamerica.org. 

 

http://www.daamerica.org/
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BLESSED FEASTS 
 

St. Teresa of Avila 

October 15th 
 

 
 

 

St. Ignatius of Antioch 

October 17th 
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St. Luke the Evangelist 

October 18th 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 AM (Mass in English) 

 

       **We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook. 
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